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Buck Pool, looking west, with veteran Black Poplar and buttercups in the 
meadow 
 

Buck Pool, at the eastern edge of the meadow is particularly beautiful. The 
name ‘buck’ is derived from the word for an eel trap which was often sited on 
sluices. 
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From Abingdon direction: Take A415 road eastwards. After Burcot, take right turn to 
Dorchester. After 1.5 km turn right into High Street, then (in 300 m) turn left into 
Martin’s Lane. Turn right into Queen Street, and take second on left to Manor Farm 
Road. Continue down Manor Farm Road, and park on left opposite entrance to Monks 
Close, and alight. Walk to the end of Manor Farm Road, and turn right down track for 
100 m, go over bridge and through kissing gate onto meadow. Assemble by 
interpretation board. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From the south: Take the Henley to Oxford road, A4074, northwards. One mile after 
Shillingford, bear left to Dorchester, go over Dorchester bridge, and take first right 
(Queen Street, opposite George Hotel), then first right again (Manor Farm Road). 
Continue down Manor Farm Road, and park on left opposite entrance to Monks Close, 
and alight. Walk to the end of Manor Farm Road, and turn right down track for 100 m, 
go over bridge and through kissing gate onto meadow. Assemble by interpretation 
board. 

From Oxford direction: Take Henley road, 
A4074, southwards to Berinsfield roundabout. 
Turn right, then in 300 m left to Dorchester. After 
1.5 km turn right into High Street, then (in 300 m) 
turn left into Martin’s Lane. Turn right into Queen 
Street, and take second on left to Manor Farm 
Road. Continue down Manor Farm Road, and 
park on left opposite entrance to Monks Close, 
and alight. Walk to the end of Manor Farm Road, 
and turn right down track for 100 m, go over 
bridge and through kissing gate onto meadow. 
Assemble by interpretation board. 

Hurst 
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4. What facilities are available at the venue? 
The coach set-down point in Manor Farm Road is less than 200 metres from 
the meadow, down a lane which cars can use if necessary. It has a hard 
surface for wheelchairs. There are mown footpaths round the site which are 
adequate for wheelchairs and electric scooters. Near the entrance gate is an 
interpretation board and an ‘open-air classroom’ (see below). The hosts can 
supply educational materials for fieldwork activities if needed. Toilets (included 
disabled) and an open-air site for lunch are available in the Dorchester Abbey 
Guest House. 
 

 
 

The ‘open-air classroom’ near the interpretation board on the meadow. It 
consists of old oak logs from Nuneham Woods – planned by Capability Brown. 
Helen Clark, former head teacher at Dorchester Primary School is instructing 
her pupils about searching for snails.  
 

5. What risk assessment and management is offered? 
Considering the range of water and wildlife features, the meadow is a very safe 
site. In spring and summer, the water levels are under half a metre (except in 
Buck Pool) and the rate of flow is sluggish. The river banks are not high. A Risk 
Management Table is enclosed. The site would be very suitable for students to 
work out the risks and their management. The trees have been inspected for 
safety by a consultant arboriculturist, and are checked annually by a tree 
surgeon and any necessary work undertaken. Members of the public who bring 
dogs to the meadow are responsible for their control, but children are advised 
not to handle them. The host guide will have a first aid kit and a mobile phone. 
The emergency numbers are given below.  
 


